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N.J. parent group petition for
equitale chool funding 

At two legislative budget hearings this month focused on the Department of Education,
members of the public donned orange, grey, yellow or brown T-shirts to represent their
individual communities, as they sought equitable school funding.

Now, rather than keep up their piecemeal efforts, some parents want to harness the
collective energy of taxpayers statewide. Two Delran parents recently founded a group,
Our Fair Share, that they hope will spark a coordinated statewide movement.

“We’re really trying to get it to the point where it’s not just individual districts trying to
plead their case,” co-founder Mike Piper said. “We want to make this a political issue for
the elections next year.”

The group launched a change.org petition this week urging the state to restructure how
it distributes education dollars. The petition had nearly 300 signatures by Friday
afternoon.

As it stands, some districts are receiving
millions more in state aid than other similarly-
sized school systems, forcing the latter to raise
local school taxes.

When the state adopted the School Funding

1 Christie takes on usual targets,
and 76ers, in speech to business
leaders

2 New York and New Jersey
lawmakers urge Christie to sign
Port Authority reform

3 Freshman Assembly Dems get
extra money to boost re-election
efforts

4 Taxi drivers spar with Baraka
over Uber agreement

5 PAC with ties to mayor adds fuel
to nasty Orange mayoral race

MOT POPULAR

David Hespe.  (AP Photo/Mel Evans)

By LINH TAT  5:53 p.m. | Apr. 29, 2016

PRO

POLITICO New Jersey

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2006/Bills/A0500/500_I2.PDF
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/04/8598027/codey-statewide-regulation-uber-expected-coming-months
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/04/8597827/taxi-drivers-spar-baraka-over-uber-agreement
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/04/8597829/new-york-and-new-jersey-lawmakers-urge-christie-sign-port-authori
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/users/linh-tat
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/rss_full.xml
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/04/8598024/nj-parent-group-petitions-equitable-school-funding
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/node/8598024/edit
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BIqGSzVAlV76fAY2a3AGgi7yAB-3UoYsJAAAAEAEgADgAWJWV28OIA2DJnuuKtKTYD4IBF2NhLXB1Yi05MzE3OTAyNjYxMjE4NjkzsgEWd3d3LmNhcGl0YWxuZXd5b3JrLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBA9oBggFodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNhcGl0YWxuZXd5b3JrLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlL25ldy1qZXJzZXkvMjAxNi8wNC84NTk4MDI0L25qLXBhcmVudC1ncm91cC1wZXRpdGlvbnMtZXF1aXRhYmxlLXNjaG9vbC1mdW5kaW5nP3RvcC1mZWF0dXJlZC0zmAKowwHAAgLgAgDqAiQvNjMyNi9DYXBpdGFsTmV3WW9yay9lZHVjYXRpb24tc3Rvcnn4AoHSHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAOZBOAEAdIFBRCl1sRlkAYBoAYU2AcB4AcL&num=0&cid=CAASEuRoUVugtmqPdP2pklSNIDHyWQ&sig=AOD64_0n1vDhpFTl5xp40zVeqbjLfHy5Zg&client=ca-pub-9317902661218693&adurl=http://live.ft.com/ushcls%3Freference%3Dpolitico%26utm_source%3Dsoc%26utm_medium%3Dpolitico%26utm_campaign%3D2016pushclsnewyork
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/users/linh-tat
http://www.twitter.com/politiconj
http://www.facebook.com/politiconj
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://politi.co/1TAVWRZ
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/new-jersey
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/03/8594649/pac-ties-mayor-adds-fuel-nasty-orange-mayoral-race
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/04/8597799/freshman-assembly-dems-get-extra-money-boost-re-election-efforts
https://twitter.com/share?url=http://politi.co/1TAVWRZ&text=N.J.+parent+group+petitions+for+equitable+school+funding&count=none
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/04/8598028/elected-officials-celebrate-prisoner-re-entry-programs-newark
https://www.change.org/p/chris-christie-nj-students-deserve-fair-school-funding?recruiter=530787020&utm_source=share_for_starters&utm_medium=copyLink
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/04/8597790/christie-takes-usual-targets-and-76ers-speech-business-leaders
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/new-jersey/2016/04/8598024/nj-parent-group-petitions-equitable-school-funding


Report: AC school district’s future

murky, tied to city’s financial woes

ADVERTISEMENT

Reform Act of 2008, districts that saw their
allocated state funds plummet under the new
funding formula were awarded “adjustment
aid” to shield them from the impacts of a
sudden sharp decline in revenue. That money
was to be phased out gradually, giving districts
time to adjust.

Eight years later, those districts are still
receiving the adjustment aid. Other districts,
meanwhile, have seen their overall pupil
enrollment — or the number of English
learners, special-needs or low-income students

they serve — grow. State aid has remained relatively flat for them.

Conversely, some districts have lost students over the years, but the amount of state aid
they’re receiving still reflects a time when they had more students to educate.

Those disparities in funding have led increasingly to calls for change from parents and
school officials from communities who feel they’re not getting their fair share.

For years, the state has failed to fully fund schools based on its funding formula, and
many members of the public who testified before lawmakers in recent weeks said
they’re realistic enough not to expect 100 percent funding.

But the parents and school officials say that if districts are to be shortchanged, they
should all be underfunded at the same rate.

The overall amount of school aid budgeted for fiscal year 2017 is, at $8.03 billion, 90
percent of what the funding formula calls for, a spokesman for the Department of
Education said Friday. For individual districts, the portion of their operating budgets
covered by state aid may be above or below 90 percent, however. In terms of adjustment
aid, a total of $571.6 million will go to the districts that qualify, the spokesman said.

Our Fair Share co-founder Lucy Horton said it’s time the state takes the adjustment aid
and redistribute those funds equitably.

“Eight years is plenty of time to work out your numbers,” she said of the districts
receiving adjustment aid. “We need to share the sacrifice equally. We are one state.”

Our Fair Share's organizers said they have not reached out to legislators, but some
officials in Trenton, including Gov. Chris Christie, have already expressed interest in
changing how the state hands out school aid.

Christie in March said the funding formula isn’t working and blamed Democrats, who
control the Legislature, for the lack of change, saying they represent districts that are
receiving a disproportionate amount of funding.

State Sen. Jennifer Beck, a Republican, and Senate President Stephen Sweeney, a
Democrat, are drafting legislation to change the funding formula. Beck said recently
she hopes to introduce the bill in May.

State Education Commissioner David Hespe has also indicated support for overhauling
the formula.
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